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AEIOU Challenge
engages 40,000
students in

financial literacy

Event reinforces Alliance Bank’s
commitment to foster smart
financial habits in Malaysia’s youth

AMISHA SYAHIRA
KUALA LUMPUR

LLIANCE Bank Malaysia

Bhd recently celebrated the

conclusion of its seventh

dition of the AELOU Chal-

lenge, which saw participation from

nearly 40,000 Malaysian schoolchil-

drenaged 9to 12 in a journey toward

financialliteracy through its physical
and virtual workshops.

The event, held at the Galaxy Ban-
quet Hall in Sentul, celebrated win-
ners of the AEIOU Financial Comic
Strip Challenge and the AEIOU Finan-
cial e-Game Challenge, reinforcing
the bank’'s commitment to fostering
smart financial habits among Malay-
sia's youth.

Inthegrand finale recently, atotal
of 40 talented finalists from across
Malaysia gathered to showcase
their financial knowledge in AEIOU
Challenge’s ‘Spot the Scams: Be a
Financial Superhero!' showdownand
compete for a share of the RM19,200
cash prize pool.

These students tackled real-
world financial scenarios, demon-
strating both creativity and a solid

The winners of the seventh edition of the AEIOU Challenge, held at the Galaxy Banquet Hall in Sentul last week.

grasp of money management and
scam awareness through the AELOU
Challenge.

Alliance Bank group chief executive
officer (CEO] Kellee Kam Chee Khiong
said that this year's theme is especially
timely due to an increasingly digital
world as it is crucial to equip children
with the knowledge and awareness
to protect themselves from financial
scams and make wise choices.

"The AEIOU Challenge empow-
ers the next generation with practical
skills to identify and avoid financial
scams, giving them the confidence to
navigate anincreasingly complex digi-
tal world,” he said.

Thisyear there were a total of 79,825
submissions for the both challenges,
surpassing Alliance's target by 4,825
submissions.

"This remarkable achievement is
the result of the collective success
of both the Comic Challenge and the
e-Game Challenge, showing just how
engaged our young participants are
in learning about financial literacy,”
added Kellee.

Not only that, this year also marks
a significant milestone in the AEIOU
Challenge following the expansion

Deputy Education Minister Wong Kah Woh (right) presenting a prize to
the winner of the ‘Financial Comic Strip Challenge’, Dana Dahlia Andy
Zulkarnaen (centre). With them is Alliance Bank group chief executive

officer Kellee Kam. PIC BY MOHAMAD SHAHRIL BADRI SAALI.
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Deputy Education Minister Wong Kah Woh (second from right) and Alliance Bank group chief executive
officer Kellee Kam (second from left) posing with winners of the ‘Financial Comic Strip Challenge’ at the
AEIOU Challenge 7 Prize Presentation Ceremony at Galaxy Banquet Hall, Sentul, Kuala Lumpur.

to Sabah.

"Through our partnership with the
Sabah State Treasury Department, we
have successfully broughtthis financial
literacy programme to schools inareas
such as Sepanggar, Inanam, Tuaran,
and other schools that are within the
rural areas.

“This expansion has allowed us to
teach essential money management
skills to even more students, preparing

them to navigate financial challenges
as they grow,” said Kellee.

Kellee said that although the sev-
enth edition of the AEIOU Challenge
concluded recently, the AEIOU mobile
app and digital resources will still
be accessible online, including the
e-Game and educational videos, in
order for students to continue explor-
ing financial concepts after this com-
petition.

AEIOU SEASON 7
AWARDS CEREMONY

The prize giving ceremony was
also officiated by the Deputy Educa-
tion Minister Wong Kah Woh.

Wong said that the AEIOU Chal-
lenge is an innovative programme
that stands out as a remarkable ini-
tiative that aligns with the Education
Ministry's broader mission of devel-
oping well-rounded, financially liter-
ate young minds.

“In line with one of the objectives
of the 2027 School Curriculum, which
emphasises life-long education and
skills such as financial literacy,
we are committed to empowering
schoolchildren with the knowledge
and tools they need to have a better
understanding about financial con-
cepts,” he added.

He said that the AEIOU Challenge
has successfully engaged students
in best practices for managing their
finances while exploring entertain-
ing ways to develop financial literacy
awareness, as evidenced by the over-
whelming response from schoolchil-
dren and the record number of sub-
missions received, which highlight
the deep resonance of the message.

"For our young children, under-
standing how to navigate the com-
plexities of the digital economy, and
being less vulnerable to financial
fraud and scams, will be crucial as
they grow into responsible adults,”
said Wong.

“Financial literacy, as highlighted
in the AEIOU Challenge programme,
offers students the chance to engage
in real world experiences that will
help them to develop the financial
skills they need to succeed,” he added.



