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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
 

A TREE PLANTED FOR EVERY INVESTOR IN MAYBANK GLOBAL 
SUSTAINABLE/ESG FUNDS DISTRIBUTED BY OCBC BANK 

 
Kuala Lumpur, 15 November 2021 – Consumers looking to invest in a 

sustainability-themed unit trust product can now have a tree planted in 

their name along the Lower Kinabatangan River in Sabah thanks to a 

green initiative by OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad (OCBC Bank).  

 

Beginning today, the scheme automatically kicks in for those who invest 

in any one of the three global unit trust funds that are managed by 

Maybank Asset Management Sdn Bhd (MAM Malaysia) and distributed 

by OCBC Bank. Two of the funds, the Maybank Global Sustainable 

Equity-I Fund and Maybank Global Sustainable Technology Fund are 

qualified Sustainable and Responsible Investment (SRI) Funds, while the 

Maybank Global Mixed Assets-I Fund is rated BBB by MSCI ESG Rating.  

 

All future sustainable/ESG funds by MAM Malaysia that are distributed 

by OCBC Bank will also be part of the tree planting initiative. 

 

Maybank Global Mixed Assets-I is a global Shariah mixed asset fund that 

allows investors to tap into global investment opportunities through a 

diversified portfolio with a target return of 6% per annum in US dollar 

terms, net of fees, over the medium to long term.  Maybank Global 

Sustainable Equity-I Fund invests in high conviction Shariah ESG 

companies across global markets. Maybank Global Sustainable 

Technology Fund – a fund where ESG considerations play a key role in 

the evaluation of its investments – covers IT services and payment 
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processors, tech hardware and equipment, semiconductors and 

semiconductor equipment, the Internet and gaming, and software.  

 

The funds join the ranks of several others in OCBC Bank’s stable of ESG-

related investment offerings aligned to its commitment to enhance its 

green financing and investment options.  

 

 
Dato’ Ong Eng Bin, CEO of OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad; Ms Anne Leh, Managing Director & 

Head of Consumer Financial Services of OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad; and Tuan Syed Abdull 

Aziz Syed Kechik, CEO of OCBC Al-Amin Bank Berhad with an icon that tells the story 
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According to OCBC Bank Managing Director & Head of Consumer 

Financial Services, Ms Anne Leh, the tree planting initiative aims to 

broaden the conversation on sustainability to generate awareness 

among investors on the ways to get involved in environmental and 

climate-related causes. 

 

“We know many consumers out there want to do well by doing good but 

not all might have sufficient exposure to the available opportunities and 

initiatives. So, we decided to bring things closer home by collaborating 

with Animal Projects & Environmental Education Sdn Bhd (APE Malaysia) 

on this tree planting initiative.  

 

“APE Malaysia is running an ongoing reforestation project contributing 

towards the Corridor of Life Project along the Lower Kinabatangan River 

in Sabah and has helped to bring about environmental gains to animals, 

the habitat and people in the community,” she said.  

 

Ms Leh added that the Bank’s heightened emphasis on sustainability in 

recent times has enabled it to create even more products that take ESG 

factors into consideration based on its target of achieving RM5 billion in 

sustainable assets under management (AUM) by the end of the year.  

 

“Our distribution partnership with MAM Malaysia represents our 

commitment to grow our sustainable investment offerings and we are 

hoping to have at least 5,000 sign-ups in the next three months so we 

can plant that number of trees over a half year period at APE Malaysia’s 

current rate of 800 to 1,000 trees a month,” she said. 

 

“In the longer term, we are looking well beyond the initial 5,000 sign-ups 

to embrace a wider cross-section of society, that is, people who invest in 

other sustainable funds as well through us,” she added.  

  

As a Group, OCBC has seen a significant increase in demand for 

sustainable financing in recent years due to greater awareness of, and 

heightened efforts to, combat climate change. The Group has witnessed 

a strong demand for green and sustainability-linked loans and has made 

good progress in financing renewable energy projects, especially 
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following its announcement in April 2019 that it would no longer finance 

new coal-fired power plants. The Bank’s overall sustainability goal for 

Malaysia is to grow more sustainably with a target for 15% of its loans to 

be sustainability-related by 2025. 

  

“We work according to the ideals of our Group Sustainable Investment 

Framework to enhance our advisory and investment activities by taking 

into consideration ESG assessment in the research and investment 

process. We are pleased with our partnership with MAM Malaysia and 

will continue to seek out similar opportunities in the future,” Ms Leh 

said. 

 

Ahmad Najib Nazlan, Chief Executive Officer of Maybank Asset 

Management Group said, “We are heartened and applaud OCBC Bank’s 

efforts in promoting greater awareness and action via its green 

initiatives and investing in environmental and sustainability-related 

sectors. MAM has also embarked on its own ESG journey and is working 

with likeminded partners to expand and strengthen the importance of 

this critical issue to reach more investors to build a more sustainable 

economy.”  

 

For details, investors can refer to https://www.ocbc.com.my/UT 

 

For information on APE Malaysia, please visit https://apemalaysia.com/  

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 
Unit Trust investments are not bank deposits and are not obligations of 
or guaranteed or insured by OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad. 
 
Unit Trust investments are not guaranteed and are subject to investment 
risk unless otherwise specified. The investment risk includes general risks 
as described in the prospectuses for Unit Trust investment funds 
(“Prospectuses”) and specific risks which may be different for each Unit 
Trust investment. Description of specific risks and general risks are 
published in the Prospectuses. With respect to Unit Trust investment, 
past performance is not indicative of future results; the net asset value 

https://www.ocbc.com.my/UT
https://apemalaysia.com/
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can go up or down. Investors should also note that the net asset value 
per unit and distributions payable, if any, may go down as well as up. 
 
Where a unit split/distribution is declared, investors are advised that 
following the issue of additional units/distribution, the NAV per unit will 
be reduced from pre-unit split NAV/cum-distribution NAV to post-unit 
split NAV/ex-distribution NAV; and where a unit split is declared, 
investors should be highlighted of the fact that the value of their 
investment in Malaysian ringgit or the respective foreign currency will 
remain unchanged after the distribution of the additional units. 
 
All information presented is subject to change without notice. OCBC Bank 
shall not be responsible or liable for any loss or damage whatsoever 
arising directly or indirectly howsoever in connection with or as a result 
of any person acting on any information provided herein. The contents 
hereof may not be reproduced or disseminated in whole or in part 
without OCBC Bank’s written consent. 
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About Maybank Asset Management Sdn. Bhd.  
 
Maybank Asset Management Sdn. Bhd. is a subsidiary of Maybank Asset 
Management Group Berhad (“MAMG”) and is owned by Malayan 
Banking Berhad (Maybank) and Permodalan Nasional Berhad (“PNB”) as 
its asset management arm.  
  
MAMG is one of the pioneers in the local asset management industry 
with a highly capable fund management team, averaging over 20 years 
of investment experience and expertise in Asian markets. It has presence 
across three (3) ASEAN key markets namely, Malaysia, Singapore and 
Indonesia offering Asian based investment solutions encompassing both 
conventional and Islamic assets. The portfolio management services 
cater to all types of investors including corporate and institutions, high 
net-worth individuals and mass retail.  
  
MAMG has a strong foothold in ASEAN with strategic intent to enhance 
its investment capabilities with on-the-ground market intelligence and 
expertise as well as expanding its regional distribution capabilities to 
market products cross-border. MAMG’s AUM stands at MYR 35.5 billion 
as at 31 October 2021. 
 
 
About OCBC Bank  
 
OCBC Bank is the longest established Singapore bank, formed in 1932 
from the merger of three local banks, the oldest of which was founded in 
1912. It is now the second largest financial services group in Southeast 
Asia by assets and one of the world’s most highly-rated banks, with Aa1 
by Moody’s and AA- by both Fitch and S&P. Recognised for its financial 
strength and stability, OCBC Bank is consistently ranked among the 
World’s Top 50 Safest Banks by Global Finance and has been named Best 
Managed Bank in Singapore by The Asian Banker. 
  
OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries offer a broad array of commercial 
banking, specialist financial and wealth management services, ranging 
from consumer, corporate, investment, private and transaction banking 
to treasury, insurance, asset management and stockbroking services. 
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OCBC Bank’s key markets are Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Greater China. It has more than 450 branches and representative offices 
in 19 countries and regions. These include over 220 branches and offices 
in Indonesia under subsidiary Bank OCBC NISP, and over 70 branches 
and offices in Mainland China, Hong Kong SAR and Macau SAR under 
OCBC Wing Hang. 
  
OCBC Bank’s private banking services are provided by its wholly-owned 
subsidiary Bank of Singapore, which operates on a unique open-
architecture product platform to source for the best-in-class products to 
meet its clients’ goals.   
  
OCBC Bank's insurance subsidiary, Great Eastern Holdings, is the oldest 
and most established life insurance group in Singapore and Malaysia. Its 
asset management subsidiary, Lion Global Investors, is one of the largest 
private sector asset management companies in Southeast Asia.  
 
OCBC Bank offers Islamic banking products and services in Malaysia 
through its wholly-owned subsidiary, OCBC Al-Amin Bank Berhad. 
 
For more information, please visit www.ocbc.com.my 

http://www.ocbc.com.my/

